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millions of them seem in essentials to be governed by this quite simple faith. When the National Congress assembled at Calcutta the other day, the chairman of the Reception Committee opened the proceedings with what can only be called a religious address. He described how the people of Bengal had taken a solemn vow on October 16 that, come what might, they would not be divided, and how, when it was not fulfilled, they had grown "dumb with despair," and asked " whether it was going to be annulled for their sins." "That tension," he went on, " is now ended; it has pleased God, after much suffering and tribulation, to hear our prayers, and through His own chosen instrument on earth He has proclaimed the fulfilment of our vow." Very unfamiliar language, to be sure, at a gathering of political agitators, and for that reason I have even heard it called cant and hypocrisy. That, I feel sure, is a profound